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As last year and the year before, I am very pleased to report a strengthening of both the 

membership and finances of your club. Member numbers are up once more (many thanks to Ian 

Hooper, Membership Secretary, for his hours of chasing subs and finding new members) and we 

have only 6 months to go before the loan from the LTA for the Club House is paid off. We shall then 

be able to quickly build funds for the next full resurfacing of the courts and start thinking about 

other improvements.  

And all of this was topped off by your club winning Kent Small Tennis Club of the year! This was a 

reflection of good governance, good facilities and an excellent coaching programme for juniors and 

seniors. The award included a £500 voucher to cover work carried out by Trevor May Contractors. 

We’d really like to see as many of you as possible at the AGM on Thursday 21 March 2019 7:30pm at 

the Club House to hear what you want from your club. 

Last year we put out a call for someone to join the committee to take over club facilities 

maintenance. What a response! Peter Wade stepped up, almost at the same time as joining the 

club, and I’m sure all of you will already have noticed one aspect or another of what he has 

done/organised (so far!): 

• Finally, a new path 

• Improved lighting along the path 

• Cleaning all courts to remove the moss 

• New net centre tapes 

• Wall mounted fan heater that provides instant heat on a timed switch 

• Removal of the old unsightly outside toilet 

• Repairs to doors and drawers in the Club House 

• Repairs to the court fences and surrounds using the award money 

• Experimental LED floodlighting of Court 1 – this has added another much-needed court available 

in the evening for Adam Reavely’s (the club coach) extensive junior coaching programme and 

has also been used from time to time on Tuesday evening men’s night. 

My thanks go to all the committee for all their hard work behind the scenes and I am delighted that 

they have nearly all pledged their continuing support for your club by standing for re-election this 

year. There is now a vacancy on the committee for Treasurer as Julie Brown stands down this year 

after having helped steer the club’s finances to their current healthy position. The role demands no 

more than 1-2 hours a month and, apart from drawing up end-of-year accounts, is mainly about 

banking subs and paying expenses. 

The turnout for the Winter Gardening Working Party in December 2018 was encouraging and 

enjoyable. But still the more the merrier, even an hour’s contribution will lighten the load for 

everyone. 

Talking of gardens, our club is also home to a number of our vulpine friends who, some years ago, 

expressed an interest in the bank behind Court 1. The problem created by them is that sand was 

being spilled onto the court: sand is abrasive and can also contribute to moss growth, a perennial 

and expensive problem for our courts. After some discussion with a number of members concerned 



for the welfare of these foxes, Peter Wade erected a wooden barrier between the fox-hole and 

court and, so far, the sand issue has been much alleviated. 

So once again please help us to help you by coming to the AGM Thursday 21 March 2019 7:30pm.  

David Pettitt  

Chair, Chipstead Place Lawn Tennis Club  


