
 

 

Chipstead Place Lawn Tennis Club (CPLTC) 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

7.30 pm 19 March 2015 
 
 

In Attendance:    David Pettitt, Thomas Robinson,  Adam Reavely, Ian Hooper,  Toni 
Backhouse, Pat Udall, Nick Christian , Shirley Christian, Barbara Chinner, Magdalen Fry, 
Dick Thomson, John Maunder, Julie Brown, Graham Moore,  Tim Salmon (via 
telephone link) 
 

Item 1 –  Welcome from the Chairman 
 
David Pettitt, Chairman, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone in attendance to 
the AGM. 
 

Item 2 – Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people: 
 
 Duncan Pease, Sandra Pease, David Horton, Sarah Horton, 
  Ann McGregor 
  
 

Item 3 – Minutes of AGM 13 March 2014 and Matters Arising 
 
Minutes had been circulated prior to the AGM.  
 
Matters arising 
 
- David Pettitt confirmed that the 2013 accounts were audited and as agreed at the 
2014 AGM the committee subsequently approved the accounts. 
- Black rubbish bags were now being cleared on a regular basis (mainly by the 
Chairman) 
- Additional brooms had been purchased and were in use. 
 
Approval of minutes  
 Proposed by John Maunder 
 Seconded by Shirley Christian  
Approved unanimously 
 

Item 4 – Chairman’s Report (circulated) 
 
David referred to his report which had been circulated ahead of the meeting. 



 

 

He thanked the committee members for their work over the year. In addition on behalf 
of the club he thanked our ghost gardener (Ian) for the work he had undertaken over 
the year. 
He wished to update the meeting on developments concerning the Wellingtonia but 
would delay this until item 8 (finances) .  
 

Item 5 – Proposals – Election of Committee Members 

 
David confirmed that following committee members had agreed to stand for re-
election namely:-. 
 
Chairman:  David Pettitt 
Membership Secretary:  Ian Hooper 
Club Secretary: Graham Moore 
Match Secretary:  Pat Udall 
Courts Secetary:  John Maunder 
Social Secretary/Child Protection Officer:   Magdalena Fry 
Coaching Co-ordinator:  Shirley Christian 
Committee Member:  Nick Christian 
Committee Member: Thomas Robinson (moving from Treasurer). 
 
The re-election of the above Committee members, to be voted on block, was 
Proposed by Dick Thomson 
Seconded by Tom Robinson 
Proposal carried unanimously. 
 
David informed the AGM that the auditor was currently being finalised and the 
position of publicity officer was vacant. 
 
Julie Brown had agreed to take on the role of Treasurer. This was proposed by Shirley 
Christian, seconded by Nick Christian and agreed unanimously 
 
 

Item 6 – Team Captains Reports 
 
Ladies and Mixed Reports – Sandra Pease 
 
Summer 2014 
Ladies 1:  Won 0  Lost 5 and as a result  relegated to Division 3  
Ladies Mid-Week:  Won 3 Lost 2 but are relegated to Division 3 due to defaulting last 
game due to insufficient players. 
Mixed 1:  Won 2 Lost 3 remain in Division 4 having won the last match. 
 
Winter 2014/15 
Ladies 1:  No wins relegated to Division 6. 
Ladies Vets : No wins relegated to Division 4 
Mixed 1: Won1 Lost 3 relegated to Division 5 



 

 

 
 
 
Men’s Reports – Duncan Pease, Nick Christian, Ian Hooper and Dick Thomson 
 
Summer 2014 
Mens 1:  Will remain in Division 4 for 2015 having won their final match against 
Bromley CC who were relegated  
Mens 2:  Lost all matches – relegated. 
Mens 3  Won 2 matches 
Mens Vets: Won 1 lost 3  
 
Winter 2014/15 
Mens 1:  Lost 2 and had to concede final match due to insufficient players – relegated 
to Division 5. 
Mens 2: Won all matches and therefore promoted. In addition in a play off match with 
David Lloyd team to decide on trophy winner. 
Mens 3:  Dropped out to assist other teams. 
Men’s Vets : Won 1 lost 2  
 
Men’s 1 captain – following Duncan’s decision to stand down from this role David 
informed the meeting that he would take on coordinating the team on an interim basis 
but would seek a captain for each match as they arose. 
 

Item 7 – Coaching and Junior Teams 
 
Adam Reavely reported that the coaching programme remained in strong demand. In 
the autumn there were 8 teams in the junior leagues. For summer 2015 there would 
be 5 teams covering the main age groups.  
He was arranging participation in the Road to Wimbledon competition for under 14’s. 
There had been good results from the school events ie Amherst and Riverhead over 
the year. 
In addition there was a significant number of ladies (14) taking up coaching , many 
would be joining the club and Julie Brown was trying to identify suitable sessions for 
the group. 
Adam informed the meeting that he now had a restringing machine and could offer 
this service at a discounted rate for club members. 
 
Adam was assessing the viability of a number of different social tennis initiatives 
including 
- Mixed generation doubles tournament 
- Doubles coaching clinic 
- Touch Tennis which was becoming very popular 
- Player Plus tournament where players received coaching at the change of ends 
- Davis Cup style event. 



 

 

In the forthcoming year Adam also wished to organise another charity day with money 
raised going to the Hospice in the Weald and an Eating Disorder charity and wanted to 
identify a suitable date at the earliest opportunity.  
 
To enable further discussion and swift progress to be made on these issues Adam 
agreed to attend the next committee meeting scheduled for 25 March.  
 
It was confirmed that trophies could be issued to winners of the club junior finals 
which Adam will arrange for the morning of finals day. The date currently 19 July 
would be reviewed at next committee meeting as it was pointed out that the Davis 
Cup quarter finals would be taking place that day. 
 
Adam was congratulated for the success he has achieved and his proposals for future 
enhancements. 
 

Item 8 – Finances 
 
- Tom Robinson presented the 2014 accounts and confirmed that overall the clubs 
finances remained in a healthy state. Costs had been held at 2013 levels and cash 
reserves stood at £31K. Repayments for the clubhouse build remained at £7K per year 
but once completed in 2019 would enable expenditure on an enhanced scale, subject 
to membership subscription levels being maintained. At this time the club could 
finance the expenditure required on the tree.  
 
- David Pettitt confirmed that the accounts had yet to be audited and he proposed that 
as occurred last year the accounts be provisionally approved by the AGM and 
providing no changes made following audit clearance for the committee to sign them 
off.  
This was proposed by Shirley Christian and seconded by Pat Udall and agreed 
unanimously. 
 
- David Pettitt updated the AGM on the recent developments concerning the 
Wellingtonia. An application had been submitted to the Council to fell the tree given 
the growing problem of the roots pushing up the surface of court 1. The council 
officials whilst sympathetic to the application wanted further options to be explored in 
particular the cost effectiveness of sheet pilling to provide root protection. David had 
obtained 1 estimate and a 2nd was awaited but based on the estimate to hand the cost 
would be prohibitive ie £100K. If the 2nd estimate was in a similar cost range then the 
Council would be requested to agree to the tree being felled. This would still involve 
significant costs for the club estimated at £10K plus. Members will be updated on 
developments as they materialise.  
 

Item 9 – Subscriptions for 2015 
 
Ian Hooper informed the meeting that during 2014 overall membership had fallen 
slightly from 194 to 190 but within that figure the number of juniors and infants had 
increased which was encouraging for the future. He referred to the subscription 



 

 

proposals document circulated ahead of the AGM which concluded that, to remain 
competitive with neighbouring clubs, subscriptions should be frozen at 2014 rates for 
the coming year. 
Following discussion including the rationale for not introducing a mid week 
membership rate the proposal to freeze subscriptions was 
Proposed by Adam Reavely 
Seconded by Dick Thomson 
This was agreed unanimously. 
 

Item 10 – Maintenance 
John Maunder informed the meeting that a number of activities/initiatives had been 
placed on hold until the options re the tree had been progressed and potential costs 
assessed. 
Moss on the courts however continued to be a problem and as a result a regular 
programme for power washing the effected courts has been implemented to ensure 
that the courts remain safe for play. 
John expressed his thanks to those who have attended the working parties. 
 In respect of the working party scheduled for Sunday 22 March it was agreed that this 
should be postponed until a later date. 
 

Item 11 – Club Social Tennis and Social Events 
There was a general discussion on what initiatives could be implemented in an attempt 
to attract more club members, especially males, to attend the club social tennis 
sessions. Adam said he was prepared to remain at the club following his am session on 
some Saturdays to provide coaching for members who attended and this could be 
followed up with social tennis matches for the rest of the afternoon. The meeting felt 
this was a good idea and it was agreed to identify a suitable date/ advertising etc at 
the next committee meeting.  
   
David confirmed that the diary dates for the 2015 tennis and social events programme 
had been circulated ahead of the AGM. Members will be notified of any subsequent 
changes.   
 
 

Item 12 – Website and Promotional Activities 
 
It was confirmed that the website had been redesigned and upgraded and was now 
fully operational.  
 

Item 13 – Any Other Business 
 
None  
 
David Pettit thanked everyone for attending and contributing to the AGM. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.00. 



 

 

 
 


